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FIVE MEN PLEAD GUILTY AND ARE SENTENCED 

FEDERALLY FOR KILLING  PROTECTED
 

WILDLIFE IN COLLIER COUNTY
 

Fort Myers, Florida - United States Attorney A. Brian Albritton announces that U.S. 

Magistrate Judge Gustave J. DiBianco today sentenced  Zachary James Mato (age 23, of 

Marco Island, Florida), Cullen Mark Shaughnessy (age 23, of Pensacola, Florida), Joseph 

W. Gursky, Jr. (age 24, of Pensacola, Florida), Alexander B. Wilhelm, Jr. (age 25, of 

Corpus Christi, Texas), and Mark Lewis McClure (age 24, of Corpus Christi, Texas) for the 

unlawful killing of migratory birds.  The men had all pleaded guilty. 

Magistrate Judge DiBianco sentenced each of the defendants to a term of 180 days 

probation, 150 hours of community service in the area of conservation and ecology, and 

a community service payment of $5,000 to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to be 

used to benefit  bird conservation in or near Collier County, Florida.  Each defendant is also 

required to complete a hunter education certification class as a condition of probation. 

According to court documents, on February 17, 2009, the defendants went to the 

Rookery Bay National Estuary Research Reserve, in Collier County, with nine firearms, 

hundreds of rounds of ammunition, and a small boat.  The group unlawfully shot and killed 

approximately 30 migratory birds, 21 of which were recovered by law enforcement officers 

- eleven White Ibis, three Double-crested Cormorants, two Little Blue Herons, one 
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Tricolored Heron, one Snowy Egret, one Cattle Egret, and two Tree Swallows.  According 

to the U.S. National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory, the birds sustained multiple 

shotgun pellet wounds. The federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act prohibits the unlawful taking, 

killing or attempting taking or killing of migratory birds. 

This case was investigated by Special Agents of the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service and Officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  It was 

prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Jeffrey F. Michelland. 


